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July 27, 1958
FOR RELEASE WEDNESDAY, JULY 2
MONTANA-NORTHWEST WRITERS' DAY 
PART OF MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY WRITERS' CONFERENCE
As a sp ec ia l 10th anniversary event during the w riters ' conference which
July 26, as Montana-Northwest W riters' Day. Two members o f  the s t a f f ,  P u litzer  
Prize winner A. B. Guthrie, Jr . o f  Montana and Arthie Binns o f Washington w il l  
p articipate  as w ell as other Montana w riters not on the regular conference s t a f f .  
They w il l  discuss in  talks and panel d iscussion s the present and past o f  North­
west w riting . Robert McCaig o f  Great F a lls , Naomi Lane Babson of Bozeman, whose 
novel "The Young Fair Ladies" has ju st been published, Mildred Walker (Mrs. Ferdi­
nand Schemm) form erly o f Great F alls  and author o f "Southwest C om er", "Winter 
Wheat" and other novels w il l  a id  the regular s ta f f  in  these d iscu ssion s.
Saturday evening a l l  conference members w il l  attend the 10th Anniversary 
dinner at the MSU Lodge, where they w il l  have a chance to  meet and ta lk  with 
Montana authors.
This y ea r 's  regular s t a f f  in clu d es, besides Guthrie and Binns, A lbert Q. 
Maisel, well-known a r t ic le  w riter f o r  Reader's D igest; Bernard Malamud, author 
of "The A ssistant" and "The Magic B arre l"; L es lie  F ied ler , poet, c r i t i c  and author 
o f "An End to Innocence"; Robert 0 . Bowen, author o f "The Weight o f the C ross", 
"Bamboo, and "S id e s tre e t" ; and H. V. Larom, an author o f  juven iles  including 
"Mountain Pony" and "Ride Like an In d ian t", who is  the d ire c to r  o f the conference.
Larom pointed out that a l l  p ro fess ion a l w riters in  Montana are c o rd ia lly  in ­
vited to  attend Montana-Northwest W riters' Day. "I  do not have a l i s t  o f  a l l  the 
professionals in  the s ta te " , he sa id , "but I do hope that many o f  them w il l  get in
runs from July 21 through 26, Montana State U niversity has designated Saturday,
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touch with me by July so that I can save a place f o r  them.”
The Conference was founded in  1949 by the la te  Joseph Kinsey Howard, author 
o f "Montana High Wide and Handsome” and "Strange Empire” . "We have tr ie d  to  keep 
i t  in  the tra d ition  that he started  10 years ago” , Larom sa id , "and with the help 
o f many o f  Howard’ s au th or-frien d s, i t  has continued to  grow and prosper. In the 
la s t  few years, the conference has a ttracted  people not only from Montana and sur­
rounding states but from as fa r  away as Maine, Canada, F lorida , and New Mexico'S 
Larom added, "so that i t  has become n a tion a lly  known and recognized as a place 
where those who want to w rite can get stim ulation and actual help with th e ir  manu­
scr ip ts  ."
Anyone wishing to get fu rth er in form ation , ap p lica tion  blanks and a brochure 
can contact him at the U niversity, Larom sa id .
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